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6 March 1866

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, several new members were received. The committee reported that it has been
decided to build a church on the count line [present 32nd Street]. Members in that area pledged
$880 toward a new church. Thirty five acres were available for purchase for $500. A mortgage
was held by "Mr. Bleeker in Kalamazaoo" [Paulus den Bleyker?]. Article ten read. "There was
general agreement that members of the Masonic Lodge should not be admitted to the Lord's
Table."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 259a and 259b.
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Consistory Meeting of March 6, 1866
Absent: te Roller.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting were Gerrit J. Vaarwerk, Jacob Bolhuis, and Anje
Bolhuis, nee Westinlc, Hendrik van Aalsburg, Dina Sloter, net de Boer, Pieter
Middelhoek; all of whom desired to be admitted to the table of the Lord. All were
accepted.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee reports that it has been decided to build a church on the
county line. Already the individuals living there have pledged more than $880.00 for that
purpose.
It was decided that the land available for sale, consisting of 35 acres, will be purchased
for the sum of $500.00. It is located on the northwest corner of Section 2, Township 4,
R15.
Brother Geerlings was appointed to the standing committee, consisting of Broek,
Kamper, Naber, Oonk, and C. Schaap. The committee is to inquire from Mr. Bleeker in
Kalamazoo, concerning a mortgage which rests upon the 35 acres in question.
ARTICLE 4 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 5 — Membership statements for Lucas van Veul and Willemtje van Veul, nee
Kruid, were received from Zeeland, dated March 1, 1866.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee for J. van Dijk reports that he had said that he would be in
the store of Plugger at a specific time, but that they had waited for him in vain, and
consequently could not speak with him. Thereupon, it was decided to appoint Labots and
Wakker to the committee as well, in order that they at a convenient time may deal with
him on behalf of the consistory.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee for Sjoerd Schaaf and Klaziena Schaaf, nee Geluk, reports
that they have been received as members of the church.
ARTICLE 8 - The committee for Aafje Poy reports that they have judged that it is not
yet time to admit to the Lord's table.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided that if K. Mulder desires and so informs one of the elders to
become a member, he will be received in the fellowship of the church.
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ARTICLE 10 — There was general agreement that members of the Masonic Lodge
should not be admitted to the Lord's table.
ARTICLE 11 — It was decided to meet again eight days from today.
The meeting was closed by Brother Wilterdink.

G. Wakker, clerk

